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For a Modern, Competitive and Sustainable Agriculture
Missions
The National School of Agriculture (ENA) in Meknes (ENA) is a public institution of higher education in agriculture with administrative and financial autonomy. Since its creation in 1942, ENA was placed under the governmental authority in charge of Agriculture. As an institution of higher education, ENA must comply with the regulations of the law 01-00 passed in the year 2000 with the objective of reforming on the higher education sector in Morocco. This law has restated the missions of all institutions of higher education including ENA, the missions of which consist of:

1. Providing quality education programs leading to the degree of “Ingénieur Agronome”  equivalent to a Master’s Degree;

2. Undertaking continuing education programs to prepare youth for the integration in the job market;
3. Carrying out scientific and technological research activities in the various fields of agriculture and rural development;

4. Contributing to Knowledge dissemination and technology transfer.

Human resources and facilities
· The human resources of ENA include 220 personnel of which 57 faculty members, involved in teaching and research and 167 administrative, technical and support Staff.
· ENA is organized in 8 departments: Basic Sciences and Food Technology, Agronomy and Plant Genetics, Arboriculture-Viticulture, Plant Protection and Environment, Soil Science and Agricultural Machinery, Animal Science and production, Agricultural Economics, and Rural Development Engineering.
· In addition, ENA has the following outreach service units:

· Pedagogical Farm: with an area of 78 ha, this farm is a valuable platform of training, research and technology transfer;
· National Center for Studies and Research in Extension (CNERV): a pplatform concerned with agricultural research and development studies, training manpower for the agricultural sector, audio-visual production, expertise and extension;
· Agro pole Olivier: a center of excellence for the development and promotion of the olive oil value chain. This center was created to assist and support the olive tree growers and the olive oil production in the country.

· Ferti-Conseil is a soil testing laboratory approved by the Government for soil- water-plant analyses and recommendations to farmers in terms of crop fertilizing and soil management;

· Phyt-Conseil is a Plant Pest and disease Diagnostic laboratory concerned with identifying  crop pests and diseases and issuing  recommendations to farmers;

· Center for Experimentation of Agricultural Machinery and  Equipments (CEAMA) is a center of expertise for developing technical references and subsequent recommendations to the local farmers;

These interfaces have been developed in partnership with public and private partners.
As a boarding school, ENA has three dormitories (residences with a capacity of 600 students with dependencies (restaurant, laundry, infirmary, sports facilities ...). Modern teaching and research facilities (amphitheaters, classrooms, laboratories, experimental farm, library, internet, housing studios for national and international trainees and visitors.)
Education Curriculum
The current education curriculum is designed to train agricultural engineers (ingénieurs agronomes) covers a 5 year period and is organized in two phases:
· The 1st phase (cycle) of 2 years is concerned with the teaching of fundamental sciences (Mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, earth science as well as social sciences)  
· The 2nd phase (cycle) of 3 years embraces sciences that are applied to agriculture, forestry fisheries and food technology. 

Aside from the teaching programs, field or professional trainings are implemented to expose the students to real world experiences in agriculture and agro-industry. Every year, there is at least one field training inserted in the program.

While the first half of the 2nd Cycle (3 semesters) is common for all students (common core), the second half of this cycle is devoted to specialized studies in one of the seven following areas:

· Agricultural economics; 

· Animal Science and Production

· Arboriculture, Oleiculture and Viticulture

· Plant Sciences and Production Techniques

· Plant Protection and Environment

· Development Engineering 
· Agro-ecology Engineering
The language of Instruction is French, but English is being increasingly used, especially in research.

The number of students enrolled annually is about 450, of which 50% are women and 10 to 15% are foreign students coming from francophone African Countries. 

ENA education curriculum endeavors to train highly competitive alumni (agricultural engineer) in order to meet the needs of Moroccan agricultural administration and professionals.
Traineeships : Highlight of the education of the agronomist at ENA 
- Crucial importance in the training curriculum : duration (25-60% Total Hours/ semester), accompaniment, evaluation (1 module, coefficient 10); 
- Permanent contact with the exploitation and agricultural institutions and companies.
Alumni Insertion 
· 80-100 alumni graduate from ENA each year. 10% of these alumni originate from francophone African countries (13 countries in sub-Saharan Africa) and constitute good ambassadors of ENA and Morocco in their own countries.
·  By the end of the year 2022, 4000 alumni have graduated from ENA, with more than 400 of them are foreign nationals from the Sub-Saharan Africa countries.
·  ENA’s Alumni are active in various fields, both at the national and international levels.  They are hired by governmental institutions as well as by the private sector.

· An alumni insertion monitoring unit, has been created to follow and evaluate  the insertion of alumni in the job market).
Recherche-Development and Innovation
· Integrating Training with Research: It is important to train students through research experiences.  By doing so, they, in turn, contribute to the research efforts engaged ENA in the various fields. Through their research experiences, students generate valuable information that could transferred to the real world in order to improve the performance of agricultural production systems.
·  Students Research in the field of Agricultural and Rural Development target topics in order to meet national priorities of agricultural and rural development (Green Morocco Plan Strategy) as well as respond to expectations of professionals.
· The research areas covered are those of the Green Morocco Plan , namely:
- Crop diversification for the various ecological zones in Morocco;

- Fruit trees development, olive growing and viticulture wherever possible;
- Natural resources management: soil, water, rangeland, forests, etc.;

- Biodiversity, biotechnology and plant genetic improvement; 
- Animal production on farm and on rangeland; 
- Food technology and local produce valorization 
- Protection of Plants and Environment;

- Agricultural machinery and mechanization; 
- Agricultural economics and market research; 
- Rural sociology and development engineering; 
- Information Technology and Communication.
Research is undertaken in the framework of various research projects in partnership with national and international institutions. 
Knowledge Diffusion and Technology Transfer
- Research results are published in international scientific journals as well as in various technical and professional conferences, seminars, symposia and workshops; 
- The continuous education programs undertaken by the different outreach interfaces of ENA;

   - Advisory and Technical assistance to farmers and herders;
   - Consulting and expertise are other ways of diffusing knowledge on demand.

Cooperation and Partnership
ENA works with various partners such as: 
· Universities and higher education and research institutions;
· Public organizations ;
· Private operators;
· Professional organizations;
· Local government organizations ; 
· Agencies for international cooperation 

· NGO
More than 40 cooperation agreements have been signed in the last 3 years 

 Quality approach in governance system 

ENA intends to improve the quality of its educational and governance systems through: 
· the creation of a Division of Internal Audit, Control, Management and Quality; 
· the elaboration of a Manual of Procedures; 
· the Quality assurance in the education, training and research systems.
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